
Last Spring, NorthStar was blessed 
with U10 Girls Coach, Emily Apple. 
Emily built strong relationships with 
multiple players on her team through 
investment in NorthStar Tuesday 
Group leadership and post-game ice 
cream or lunch outings. 

Emily has also blessed the 
Chambers family with her commitment to NorthStar Soccer. Michelle 
Chambers, the rising U11 girls’ team manager, has an older daughter 

who had no choice but to move 
to Homewood Soccer Club at the 
U11 age group because NorthStar 
did not have a team. Now 
her younger daughter eagerly 
anticipates the start of the Fall 
season with “Coach Apple” and 
her team to return for another 
season together! 
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Calendar
July 30-August 2   2nd Annual 
Preseason Camp

August 20  NorthStar Soccer 
Practice Begins

September 4 After School 
Programs Begin

September 8   NorthStar 
Soccer Games Begin
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Highlights From a Great 
Summer at Camp NorthStar- 
From the development of 
campers into great counselors, 
to BSC and Samford students, 
to church groups from around 
Birmingham, Camp NorthStar 
had one of the best leadership 
groups in Camp history! Page 2

Thank you for Helping with 
our Camp Deficit! - 
Thanks to your generosity, the 
Camp 2012 deficit decreased 
from $20,000 to $7,500! Help 
us get on track for the 2013 
Camp year! Page 3

NorthStar Soccer Club Team 
Sponsorship Opportunity- 
Each year NorthStar Soccer 
Club provides youth a 
full recreational soccer 
experience at a partial cost. 
Be a part of continuing this 
program by sponsoring a team 
for the 2012-13 year! Page 4

NorthStar Soccer Kicking off all over Birmingham

August 2012
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•	 Over	30	kids	attend	Preseason	Camp,	including	7	new	players!
•	 Local	5K	benefits	NorthStar	Soccer	Club

Emily with her girls at Railroad Park 
during Tuesday Group last Spring.

The Fall Soccer season kicked off 
with the second annual NorthStar 
Preseason Camp July 30-August 2 at 
Legion Field. Over 30 kids attended 
the 4-day camp. Players learned 
about “Becoming a Champion in 
Christ” and had a great week of 
training in preparation for the Fall 
season! 

In addition to Preseason Camp, 
NorthStar Soccer received great 

publicity through the Shake and Bake 5K held at 
Mt. Laurel on August 4. NorthStar Soccer was the 
beneficiary of the event, and players, coaches 
and friends of NorthStar Soccer came out early 
Saturday morning to run the 5K or volunteer for 
the event! 

Young Nurse Catches NorthStar Soccer Bug
•	 Samford	nursing	school	graduate	joins	NorthStar	Family
•	 One	of	many	coaches	going	beyond	the	field	in	impacting	youth

The Briarwood High School Girls Varsity 
Team helped with Preseason Camp. 



While spiritual conversations can take place 
between campers and staff any time during 
the Camp day, we schedule the entire Camp 
to have Bible Camp at the end of the day to 
facilitate the opportunity for volunteer groups to 
come and share the Gospel with Camp kids. 

Thanks to our many devoted volunteers this 
summer! All of our groups were repeats and 
many of them had group members volunteering 
for their third summer! Thanks to these churches 
for organizing and sending volunteer teams for 
the 2012 Camp NorthStar Bible Camp:  

• Trinity United Methodist Church 
• Dawson Memorial Baptist Church 
• Briarwood Presbyterian Church 
• Shades Valley Community Church
• The Church at Brook Hills
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Camp NorthStar Means Leadership Development
•	 Leader-in-Training	(LIT)	Program	bearing	fruit
•	 Former	camper	graduates	LIT	program	and	becomes	Camp	Counselor	

this	Summer

Volunteer from Trinity United Methodist teaching 4th & 5th 
graders during the Bible Camp portion of the day at Camp 
NorthStar.

Brandon Cox started with Camp NorthStar in Elementary School.  
When Brandon reached high school he was selected to enter 
the Camp NorthStar Leaders In Training program.  After two years 
of learning and exemplary service, he qualifi ed to be hired as a 
Junior Counselor. This past May Brandon graduated from Ramsay 
High School and came on board for his fi rst summer as a full Camp 
Counselor. Soon he will begin his freshman year at Howard University.  
We hope to have this model young man back with us on summer 
breaks for years to come!

Birmingham Area Churches Give Spiritual Investment to NorthStar Youth
•	 Five	churches	adopted	their	own	week	for	

NorthStar	Bible	Camp	leadership	this	summer
•	 Volunteers	of	all	ages	enjoy	valuable	ministry	

opportunity	with	youth

Samford University rising Senior Kathleen Hyland 
worked as the LIT counselor, leading them through 
Bible Studies, college visits and career exploration. 

New Camp Counselor Position Brings 
Greater Focus to LIT Program

2012 was our fi rst year to have a Camp Counselor 
dedicated primarily to working with our Leader 
in Training students (9th & 10th graders who have 
graduated from the Camp NorthStar program).  
Kathleen Hyland (pictured left), did a great job 
pioneering the position! 

Kathleen is helping Camp NorthStar continue our goal 
of helping campers mature into leaders as they move 
through the program. Her developing role was a huge 
step in strengthening the LIT program to continue this 
progress in summers to come! 
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Educational Outcomes Climb for NorthStar Youth
•	 Our	third	summer	in	partnership	with	

the	Birmingham-Southern	Education	
Department	–	Each	summer	we	all	learn	a	
little	more!

•	 BSC	Education	Students	put	in	long	hours	
developing	lesson	plans	to	maximize	
learning	this	summer

Birmingham-Southern Education students 
once again served as our Academic 
Instructors for Camp NorthStar. Thanks to Erin, 
Erin, and Hannah for the great work. These 
ladies gained valuable classroom experience 
as they developed lesson plans and learned 
by trial and error what worked and what 
didn’t. 

Camp NorthStar students had daily time 
in science, math and reading with lessons 
that taught grade level learning from the 
Alabama State standards. Not only have 
our three Instructors help our students buck 
the “achievement gap” for low income 
youth this summer, they have also left us with 
careful notes which will help next summer’s 
Instructors further individualize their lessons 
and approaches and go even deeper with 
these same kids!

Thanks for Responding to our Need for Camp Funding!
•	 Camp	defi	cit	drops	from	$20,000	to	$7,000
•	 Your	extra	gift	now	will	help	build	a	strong	

footing	for	2013!

Back in May we reported a projected defi cit 
of $20,000 for the Camp NorthStar program this 
summer. Thanks to generous gifts from many of 
you, that defi cit is now $7,500. 

If you haven’t given yet to this valuable 
program and you would like to do so, please 
consider doing so today. We are trying to get on 
a better cycle with program funding and hope 
to have most of the money for next summer 
committed this Fall. Getting the $7,500 covered 
from last year is a key beginning point for a great 
start to a new planning year! 

Top: BSC Senior Education Major Erin Wainwright worked as the 
Instructor for 4th & 5th graders at Camp NorthStar this summer. 
Bottom Left: BSC Senior Education Major Erin Moore worked as 
the Instructor for the 1st & 2nd graders. Bottom Right: Samford 
Senior Education Major Sarah Anne Edwards taught Art and 
Gardening/Nutrition for all campers. 

Your gift for Camp NorthStar will grab the attention of youth 
like these summer after summer and help shape their world 
in a positive way – educationally, emotionally and spiritually. 
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Facebook, Twitter: NorthStarYM

NorthStar Youth Ministries
Physical Address:   700 - 8th Ave. W,
   Birmingham, AL 35204

Mailing Address:   PO Box 11512, 
   Birmingham, AL 35202 

Phone: 205-322-9296    Fax: 205-326-1488

Paul Neville, Executive Director
pneville@northstaryouthministries.org

Val Peterson, Soccer Program Director
valkpeterson@gmail.com

Contact Us: 

Do	you	follow	NorthStar	on	
facebook?	

Visit www.facebook.com/
NorthstarYM to view some great 
pictures and stay connected to 
the happenings of the ministry! 

NorthStar Soccer Club Team Sponsorship
It’s that time again! Team Sponsor recruiting for the 2012-13 Soccer Calendar year. Last year 

we had FOUR team sponsors and we look to get ALL NorthStar Soccer teams sponsored this year! 
Sponsors receive their name/logo on the back of the team’s jersey for the YEAR, logo and link on the 
ministry website and U9-U12 sponsors receive sponsor benefi ts in the annual Spring tournament with 
Homewood Soccer Club. Sponsor levels vary on the level of team: 

Under 6 (1 team): $500 for year
Under 8 (2 teams): $700 per team for year
Under 9/10 (4 teams): $1500 per team for year
Under 11/12 (3 teams): $1500 per team for year

NorthStar Soccer is not only providing a quality 
soccer program to youth in west Birmingham, 
but it is also impacting the lives of youth with 
the Gospel and with academic investment 
throughout each season. 

Families pay a fraction of the cost that it takes 
to have a full, quality soccer experience with 
NorthStar. This allows us to offer the program to 
many youth in the community who wouldn’t be 
able to play otherwise. A team sponsorship is a 
great way to make a difference in MULTIPLE lives 
this Fall! 

In order to donate, contact Val Peterson 
(contact info below right). Checks can be 
made payable to NORTHSTAR SOCCER CLUB, or 
donations can be made online at our website, 
www.northstarsc.org, designated to “Team 
Sponsorship.”

Two of the 2011-12 SPONSOR teams! Above: U10 Boys 
“Mighty Men” sponsored by Elegant Earth; Below: U11 Girls 
sponsored by individual donor on behalf of YouthMinistry360

The Under 6 program teaches 4 & 5 year olds 
the basics of soccer from a Biblical foundation. 
You have the opportunity to sponsor these 
young players for the 2012-13 year!




