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Quality Relationships & Activities Maximize 
Impact at Camp NorthStar

Youth ages 6-14 in the west 
Birmingham area have a unique 
opportunity in Camp NorthStar. 
Throughout six weeks in the summer, 
they participate in programs like 
reading, gardening, science, sports, 
computer, and the arts, to name a few. 
And at the end of each day, youth 

participate in our Bible Camp program, 
which is hosted by a different outside 
group each week. 
Our goal is not only to provide our 

youth with high quality enrichment 
activities but to do so within a warmly 
nurturing environment with trained and 
dedicated Camp Counselors.
Visit our website to find out more 

about Camp NorthStar, NorthStar Bible 
Camp and ways to get involved.  

May 2010

• Our goal is an affordable program for ALL parents 
• Top quality programs are important; Highly relational, devoted and 
trained staff are essential!
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Key Changes:
- The Birmingham-Southern 

Education Department has adopted 
Camp NorthStar and will focus 
particularly on the reading, 
science, and computer curriculum 
development and implementation.

- Former Camp NorthStar staffer 
Wesley Miller has developed a 
detailed curriculum for our middle 
school entrepreneurship program 
that will facilitate our middle school 
leadership training program. 

- NorthStar Soccer Club Director, 
Val Kikkert, will serve as the (first 
ever) Camp NorthStar Assistant 
Director. Her focus in this role is on 
making the best hires possible for 
counselors and developing them into 
the best staff team possible. 
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Fifth Annual Spring Gala

A special thanks to Bethany Gibson 
for leading the team to put on this 
year’s Spring Gala. The auction was 
full of items including some great 
vacations, two puppies, and a football 
autographed by Nick Saban! Thanks 
to all the businesses and individuals 
who contributed an item to the 
auction!

Samford volunteers Sarah Kelban 
and Leah Duncan also helped create 
the Star Display where guests had 
the opportunity to purchase a star 
and help sponsor a camper for the 
summer. 
The event raised $14,000 to be 

applied to the program this summer. 
If you missed the event, you 

have not missed the 
opportunity to sponsor 
a child at Camp 
NorthStar this summer.

Samford University Ministries Gives NorthStar a Needed Face-lift

Samford volunteers work to refine shevles that 
Tim prepared for the sunroom.

The vision of one man with some help has become a 
community effort with multiple points of leadership.
With Samford University Ministries adopting NorthStar 
as one of its community outreach efforts, a constant flow 
of students have been in and out of the NorthStar House 
helping to transform its appearance.
Student Tim Tapscott is leading teams of student-

volunteers to improve the facility with not only the 
standard painting and cleaning but also with a vision 
to create a more appropriate housing for the program 
energy that continues to grow.  
One example of his great work is with fellow Samford 

student Leanna Coyle. Together they are transforming 
the entry way from a jumble of mismatched furniture 
into a brilliant room that showcases our gardening 
efforts and extends the College Hills EcoScape inside the 
building. 

The dingy old sunroom is being transformed into 
a welcoming entryway with beautiful shelving for 
seedlings being prepared for the garden and horticultural 
experiments by NorthStar youth.

• Over $14,000 raised through this event for Camp NorthStar/Bible Camp

• Missed the Gala? Plenty of opportunities left to help make this summer happen!

• Samford students staff the Monday Soccer Skills Session & NorthStar Music & Art Classes
• This semester they extend that reach to updating the NorthStar Facility itself!

Event Sponsors
- A-1 Products
- ACCi
- Bobby & Cam Cowen
- Elegant Earth at the Arbor
Check out our website for a full list 
of those who contributed auction 
items! 

Samford volunteers Leah 
and Carlson 
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We welcome your contribution 
of $100, $300 or $600 to sponsor a 
child for a week, half the summer, 

or the full summer.
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NorthStar Soccer Spring Report
Val Kikkert

After almost two full seasons of 
NorthStar Soccer, I can say that 
nothing could have prepared me for 
what the experience has been thus 
far. Fall and Spring seasons have 
their differences, but building one 
upon the other has defi nitely helped 
logistically. 
NorthStar Soccer grew from 70-

80 kids in the Fall to a consistent 
120-30 kids in the Spring. Being 
out on the fi eld Monday nights with 
most of the program participants is 
an indescribable feeling. There is 
no other urban soccer program in 
this city, and word is getting around 
about NorthStar and the program/
opportunities that we offer. 
This season we have fi ve U9/10 

teams: two U10 boys’ teams, one 
U9 and two U10 girls’ teams. 
These fi ve teams play in the new 
Mid-Alabama Recreational Soccer 
League (aka MARS League) 
against teams from all over the 

greater Birmingham area. We host 
home games at our fi eld next to 
Legion Field weekly, which is 
something we did not do last year. 
Driving downtown for a soccer game 
is a new experience for many of our 
greater Birmingham opponents! 
We also have over 30 U8 players 

with two boys’ and two girls’ teams 
playing in the Vestavia Hills Rec 
League, one girls game on our home 
fi eld weekly.
One of the greatest improvements 

made to the program since the fall is 
the quality of and investment from 
the coaches. One hundred percent 
of our head coaches this spring have 
a strong knowledge of the game 
of soccer and most importantly, a 
desire to impact their players’ lives 
for God’s Kingdom. The coaches are 
praying with the kids regularly and 
are leading short devotions with the 
players throughout the season. 
On top of NorthStar Soccer, I took 

the part-time position as MARS 
League Administrator, scheduling 

all league games. While this has 
been the most challenging job I’ve 
ever faced, it has given me direct 
connection and communication lines 
with every club in our league, which, 
I pray, will have greater implications 
for NorthStar’s presence within the 
league in seasons to come. 
April 21-23 I had the opportunity 

to go to Washington, D.C., for the 
Urban Soccer Symposium where 
I was able to network with urban 
soccer program directors from around 
the country.
NorthStar Soccer has taken huge 

steps to becoming a quality soccer 
program in Birmingham. However, 
continued growth indicates greater 
expenses. Your support of the 
program is essential to its continued 
impact on the lives of soccer players 
in west Birmingham! Please pray for 
me, for the coaches and defi nitely for 
the kids. Sponsor a player or team 
today to keep this program going! 
Contact Val at 586-2959 to set up a 

sponsorship plan. 

Troy Duell (coach top left), his son 
Durden (far right) and Durden’s 
friend Davis (right) have joined 
NorthStar Soccer Club from 
Briarwood. Troy sought out Val with 
the desire to coach and invest his 
family’s lives into the ministry.
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Under 8 girls warm up for a Friday 
night game against Vestavia Hill 
Soccer Club at Legion Field. 



Since Val’s joining last August, NorthStar’s social 
media campaign has taken fl ight. With the help of 
Sally Sinclair and Sinclair Services, NorthStar now 
has a new look to its website with links to the various 
social media outlets to keep students, volunteers, 
supporters and participants in the loop through online 
communiation. 
NorthStar has a Facebook Fan Page with over 300 

“Fans,” or people who follow what goes on with 
NorthStar weekly. This fan page allows us to post 
pictures, highlight events and keep people updated with 
changes and happenings at the ministry. 
The website links to the fan page, as well as to Val’s 

NorthStar Twitter account and blog. As seen above, Val 
blogs frequently to share of her personal experiences 
and provide an inside and personal account of the 
ministry. 
Also, thanks to Jere Mahaffey for designing the new 

NorthStar logo!
Keep checking the website/facebook for updates and 

news on what’s happening at NorthStar! And you do not 
need a Facebook account to view the facebook page. 
Thank you for your prayers and continued support! 
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Refl ections after 9 months at NorthStar: 
Excerpts from Val’s Blog, “Focus.”

Keep up with NorthStar 
Youth Ministries through 
Social Media Efforts

Friday, August 14, 2009
Well I have made it through 
my fi rst week of "work" - I can 
hardly call it a "real world job" 
because I am doing something 
that I am so passionate 
about...Not that I have found 
my exact "life calling" or that 
I know everything that I was 
created to do, but after 
one week with NorthStar Youth Ministries, I feel pretty 
confi dent that this is exactly where the Lord has me 
for the time being. I have found what makes me "tick," 
what moves my heart toward compassion and what 
energizes me to do and act in a way that only the Spirit 
can lead.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2009
The Paradox of Pouring Out
After being thrown into the role of "Soccer Program 

Director" at the brink of the Fall soccer season, I 
must say that a situation that could have been very 
disastrous and overwhelming has become very fruitful 
and encouraging. I have spent my Friday nights and 
entire Saturdays driving all over Birmingham to the 
various fi elds attending and coaching games for my 
kids...
Relationships are real. They take work. But the paradox 

of following Christ is that when we give ourselves fully 
- physically, emotionally, mentally - we are given Him 
fully. Pouring ourselves out only makes us more full than 
we could ever imagine to be.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2010
We (Paul and I) are team and this team is facing 

challenges from the outside. I am CONVINCED, 
though, that we will only grow and seek more of 
Christ through these things. Looking ahead/forward 
to being on the other side of the mountain that we 
have to climb will encourage us to keep going. And 
ultimately knowing that there is so much more to all 
of this than just climbing mountains (raising $40,000 
in two months) and also knowing that we live and 
move from the perspective of VICTORY in Christ, then 
I say bring it on - we'll take it :)

Read the excerpts in their entirety, plus more 
at http://focusjourney.blogspot.com
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“Tuesday Group Hangout” with Samford Volunteers


