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Calendar
May 29 - June 2   Camp 
NorthStar Staff Training

June 4 - July 13  Camp 
NorthStar Weeks 1-6

July 30 - August 2   NorthStar 
Soccer Preseason Camp
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Success- Kids received 
spiritual, academic and 
emotional investment 
through intentional After 
School Program Curriculum.
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What is Camp NorthStar?  
Camp NorthStar is a 6-week educational enrichment program/bible camp 
for youth from low to moderate income families in western Birmingham. 
AREAS OF INVESTMENT: 

Color Printing donated by Wolnski Scheduling Services

INTERNS COUNSELORS INSTRUCTORS

Reading, Math & Science –The kids 
are led through academic curriculum 
that encourages a love for learning 

and continues their education 
throughout the 

summer. 

Arts, Swimming, & Physical 
Fitness – From theatre 

performances to swim lessons, 
kids will be challenged to excel 

in their passions & interests!

Leadership Training & 
Career Development – 

Kids who “graduate” from 
the program have the 

opportunity to volunteer 
and later work as staff, while 
receiving biblical direction 

and college and career 
guidance along the way! 

Bible Camp – Local 
Churches adopt a 
week to hold their 

own VBS time at the 
end of each day for 
Camp NorthStar kids! 

What are the goals of Camp NorthStar?
• Address the “achievement gap” for low-income 

students through educational curriculum 
• Address the “fi tness gap” for low-income 

students through swim lessons and physcial fi tness 
activities

• Address the “spiritual gap” in all of us by 
providing spiritual invesment to the kids and 
spiritual investment opportunities to the 
volunteers and interns

Who works at Camp NorthStar?  

Camp NorthStar has a diverse staff from all different places and stages 
of life. This year we have 7 “Interns” who are college students from BSC 
& Samford with a desire to grow and learn within an inner-city missions 
environment. Five will be living together in a home in the College Hills 
neighborhood! In addition, “Counselors” are those who have graduated the 
Camp program and are hired to lead groups throughout the summer. The 
“Academic Instructors” are BSC Education students who have been working 
with their faculty all spring on curriculum to lead the kids this summer! 
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After School Programs Continue in Impact
• 10 weeks of After School Programs with a great team of committed volunteers from Samford & BSC
• Academic, Spiritual and Emotional investment curriculum applied in each program

Art Class

Tuesday 
Group

Book Club

Friday Group

Tutoring

10 kids

7 kids

10-15 kids

10-15 kids

6-10 kids

4 volunteers; 
(2 Samford

2 BSC)

3 volunteers; 
(2 Samford

1 Graduate)

8 volunteers; (all 
Samford Fellows 

Students)

4 volunteers; (3 
Samford, 1 Jeff. 

State CC)

4-6 volunteers 
DAILY; (Samford 

students)

Kids had the opportunity to create 
“community art” to display at home or 

in the College Hills Ecoscape!

Kids learned about the Character of God 
through different activities; i.e. the Lord 

is our Rock at the Vulcan, our Potter with 
Clay work at the NorthStar House, etc.

Kids & Leaders read The Tale of Despereaux 
and followed a cirriculum that helped kids 
with contextual understanding and biblical 

concept connections to the text

5th graders studied the “Armor of God” 
weekly in preparation for the spiritual battle 

they will face in Middle School next year! 

Tutors built friendships with the kids through 
help with homework, discussing the “Verse 
of the Week” and playing school-related 
games when homework was completed.

WHAT WHO HOW
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NorthStar Soccer Club: Another GREAT Season in the Books!
• 140 kids participating this Spring - highest participation rate in NorthStar 
Soccer history; steady growth of 15-20 kids each season for the last 2 years! 
• 7 Mid-Alabama Recreational Soccer League teams (compared to 6 in 
the Fall)
• 9 NEW Coaches to the program; 13 RETURNING Team Coaches
• Samford Women’s Soccer players AND Birmingham-Southern College 
Women’s Soccer players leading weekly Monday Night Skills

Spring Soccer Finale Festival:  In 2010 and 2011, NorthStar Soccer partnered with Homewood 
Soccer Club to host the “Winter Breakout 3v3 Tournaments” for club fundraising. This year we changed 
the date, type of tournament and overall atmosphere to create the “Spring Soccer Finale Festival,” 
complete with 2 games per team, skills competitions for all players, all-day dance party, dunking booth 
and bouncy machine.. NorthStar raised a total of $4,500 through this event on May 12!

Parents vs. Kids Game: 
“Super” Team Manager Michelle 
Chambers organized the fi rst 
annual Parents Game against 
the kids for Thursday, May 10. The 
competitive energy was high as 
kids and parents brought their “A 
Game” to this event! 

U10 Boys “Mighty Men” Win the 
Hoover Havoc Tournament: April 21-22, 
our U10 Boys “A” team won the Silver Division 
in the Hoover Havoc tournament, defeating 
quality teams from all over the state! This team 
has shown tremenedous improvement over the 
past three years under the leadership of BSC 
Graduate Brian Teed. Brian (far right) has been 
leading the boys in soccer, fi tness & nutrition and 
godliness since the boys were 6 & 7 years old.  
We will miss him next year as he goes off to the 
Boston University School of Theology!  
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Facebook, Twitter: NorthStarYM

NorthStar Youth Ministries
Physical Address:   700 - 8th Ave. W,
   Birmingham, AL 35204

Mailing Address:   PO Box 11512, 
   Birmingham, AL 35202 

Phone: 205-322-9296    Fax: 205-326-1488

Paul Neville, Executive Director
pneville@northstaryouthministries.org

Val Peterson, Soccer Program Director
valkpeterson@gmail.com

Contact Us: 

Do you follow NorthStar on 
facebook? 

Visit www.facebook.com/
NorthstarYM to view some great 
pictures and stay connected to 
the happenings of the ministry! 

Financial Challenges for Camp NorthStar 2012
Pulling together the funding for Camp NorthStar is a challenge for us every year. This year 
we have had even more struggles than in the past. On the income side, grant funding has 
totally fallen away and our spring auction brought in about half as much as the previous 
year. In response to the lack of funding, we have cut the program budget by $10,000 
compared to last year. We have done this by:

• Laying off several Camp Counselors we had planned to hire (all of them being young 
people who have grown up with the program) 

• Reducing the program by about 20 kids (many of whom have been with us for years)

Even with these drastic moves we are 
currently short about $8,000 for what we 
need immediately this summer. We have 
another $12,000 in Camp-related expenses 
that we will postpone paying as we focus on 
fund-raising through the summer and fall. 

The good news is that Camp NorthStar is 
happening for 60+ kids this summer. Your gift 
now will help us deliver the quality program 
our families are accustomed to from us. 

We are working on strategies to move the 
Camp fund-raising cycle to the fall so that 
we can have a more reliable basis for a 
budget projection for 2013. Your prayers and 
support are greatly appreciated.


