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Calendar
August 1-4   First Annual 
NorthStar Soccer Preseason 
Camp

August 22   NorthStar Soccer 
practices Begin

Early September   Tutoring, 
Book Club and Visual Arts 
Classes Begin

September 10-11  First 
Weekend of NorthStar Soccer 
Games
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NorthStar Soccer Club has been in existence for over eight years, 
and the growth and development of the program has gradually 
increased over that time. Going into this Fall season, we have:

• 17 players with Samford Soccer Camp experience
• 30+ players who attended our fi rst annual preseason camp
• An estimated six teams and 13 coaches returning from last season

On top of the experience and exposure that our kids are getting 
to the game of soccer, ministry-wide afterschool program efforts 
are now to be geared toward the 
soccer kids. From our 4th and 5th 
grade youth groups to Book Club to 
Tutoring, we’re committed to seeing 
the soccer kids multiple times a 
week, both on and off the fi eld. 
Physically, spiritually and 

academically, NorthStar Soccer is 
stepping up to the “Next Level” this 
Fall. We ask that you join us in our 
“Next Level” campaign for team 
sponsorships! 
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Seeking Team Sponsorships for the 
2011-2012 Soccer Year

NorthStar Soccer Club has been funded by grant money, church/ 
individual contributions, and parent fees. It’s time to take NorthStar 
Soccer to the “Next Level.” We are seeking to have EVERY TEAM/AGE 
GROUP sponsored in this next calendar year. 

• Join with your Church small group or sunday school class 
• Talk to your boss/business about a corporate sponsorship

FULL TEAM: $1500
HALF: $750

QUARTER: $325

** Business or group sponsorships can 
have a name/logo/words printed on 
the back of their team’s jerseys!

First Annual Preseason Camp
The Briarwood High School Varsity Girls Soccer 
Team, led by Briarwood Soccer Club Director 
Ryan Leib, helped coach the kids for the 
durati on of the week. 

• Season Kicked-Off with First Annual Preseason Camp
• Returning Players and Coaches Allows for Deeper Physical, Spiritual 
and Academic Investment 
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Quick Program Facts on 
Camp NorthStar

• 77 students from 1st through 8th grades 
who participated in all 6 weeks of the 
program;  
• 96% of participants were returning from 
previous years
•  Students engaged every week in 
Academic work (led by BSC Education 
Department students) plus: swim lessons, 
fi tness & nutrition, sports & games
•  5 volunteer church groups adopted a 
week to lead Bible Camp for the last hours of 
each day
•  6 participants in “Leader in Training” 
program for 9th & 10th grades

“Mr. Neville, Amber just loves the new lunches. Tells 
me every day what they had and how she enjoyed 
it.”  This from a veteran camp mother who is used 
to the free lunches Camp NorthStar has relied upon 
for 10 years.  Those lunches met basic nutritional 
needs but they varied little in content (cold slabs of 
processed meat on bun being the mainstay).  This 
year we hired Good to Go to provide a range of hot 
and cold lunches with such entrees as soup, chicken 
teriyaki, pizza with salad to name a few.   

The group in the picture to the left had $90 in profi ts at the end 
of the summer to divide among themselves!  They were one 
group that actually grasped the business concepts presented by 
Entrepreneurship intern Laura Beth Allen. Just like in the real world, 
not all businesses in the NorthStar Market succeeded. Some did not 
understand pricing strategies and profi tability and could not afford 
to purchase new inventory. One was closed by the NorthStar Market 
Commission as a result of internal fraud. In these negative cases the 
NorthStar Bank called in its loan and collected on all it could. Most 
businesses made at least a little profi t. Our goal was to have a range 
of outcomes and for all to learn a life lesson for the future!

A special thank you to churches 
who hosted a week ofBible Camp!

Week 1: Shades Valley Community Church

Week 2: Trinity United Methodist Church

Week 3: Briarwood Youth Group

Week 5: Dawson Baptist Church

Week 6: The Church at Brook Hills 

Middle School Snack Stores

New Lunch Program for 
Healthy Summer Eating

10 Things I Learned in Camp
A Refl ection by Camp Counselor Robin Spurger

1. “Miss Robin, I gotta use it.” actually means, 
“Miss Robin, can I go to the restroom?”
2. Never tell your kids a “secret.” It will be told 
within the next fi ve minutes.
3. I do not know how to put on a swim cap.
4. How to “Dougie.” 
5. My kids like vegetables more than I do....
6. Never turn the lights off during instructor time.. 
They will be asleep before you know it!
7. Ninja, signs, and gossip are all fun games to 
play during Team Time.
8. When playing “walk only” hide and go seek, 
the kids will always lose because they can’t help 
but run!
9. Never let the kids sign your shirt unsupervised
10.  In the end, they still love you no matter what 
they said when they were getting in trouble.
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Fall Program Outlook
We have had a great summer of impacting young lives through the Camp NorthStar and NorthStar 

Bible Camp programs.  Soccer begins in August and the focus off the field goes toward building deeper 
relationships with kids we are already connected to. This includes a new focus to stay connected to our 
Camp NorthStar kids and families. Here’s an overview of what will be happening this fall at the ministry.

- First practices on August 
22 with games beginning 

September 10-11! 
- Discipleship Groups: 

Groups will commence mid-
September to go deeper with 
soccer players on a relational 

and spiritual level.
- Book Club will be geared 
toward soccer players to 

provide deeper academic 
investment in their lives.

Camp NorthStar

Tutoring 
and 

Art Classes 
will begin 

early 
September!

“Paul, something is wrong with the van,” Sarah Anne told me one Field 
Trip Friday of Camp NorthStar. The 15-passenger is out for the day and 
I hand Sarah Anne the keys to my 7-passenger Dodge Caravan (1996 
edition, with 270,000 miles and no air conditioning).  End of the day I 
am checking in with her, “How was your day, I expect it was a little rough.”  
Sarah Anne, “Oh it was fine! I love driving kids.”  Paul, “Yes but, all day long 
in a van with no air conditioning?”  Sarah Anne, pause, “Well, it makes me 
thankful and I like that!”  

Samford Senior, Sarah Anne will be interning with NorthStar this year as the 
Samford University Ministries liaison to NorthStar (recruiting and coordinating 
student volunteers).  She will also be helping Paul to prepare for Camp 
NorthStar and will play a key leadership role in the program for 2012.  We will 
be looking for the “Sarah Anne perspective” on any challenges we face in the 
coming year!

Sarah Anne Edwards

Camp NorthStar Monthly Club: 
Through the new Camp NorthStar 
Club program, we will capitalize 

on the strong impact we make on 
Camp NorthStar youth summer-

after-summer. The monthly 
gatherings will help actively 

reinforce the investment made 
over the summers. 
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NorthStar Youth Ministries
Physical Address:   700 - 8th Ave. W,
   Birmingham, AL 35204

Mailing Address:   PO Box 11512, 
   Birmingham, AL 35202 

Phone: 205-322-9296    Fax: 205-326-1488

Paul Neville, Executive Director
pneville@northstaryouthministries.org

Val Peterson, Soccer Program Director
valkikkert@gmail.com

Contact Us: 

Contributi on Acti on: 
Mail: P.O. Box 11512 / Birmingham, AL 35202 
Online: www.northstaryouthministries.org
Click “Donati ons” on the Home Page  

NorthStar Youth Ministries Needs Your 
Support to Conti nue!

• Make a 
contribution to 
help cover the 
shortfall for the 
Camp NorthStar 
2011 program.  
Your gift of $100, 
$500 or $1,000 or 
any amount will 
help cover this 
need and get us 
in better shape to plan for 2012.  Designate 
your check for Camp NorthStar.

• Sponsor a NorthStar Soccer team with a 
contribution of $1,500.  Details on the front 
of this newsletter.  Designate your check for 
NorthStar Soccer Club – team sponsorships.

• Renew or begin a monthly pledge to 
help cover operational expenses. Monthly 
pledges of $25, $50, $100 are a critical base 
of support for the ministry.  Designate your 
check for operational support and complete 
the enclosed pledge card.

Consider making supporting in one 
of the following ways: 

Camp NorthStar 2011 
Funding Needs

Back in May we wrote that we had 
a target of $16,000 in individual 
sponsorships to come out even fi nancially 
with our summer program.  Our appeal 
was for individual sponsorships to cover 
that gap.  So far, actual individual 
sponsorships for the summer program 
stand at $7,000.  In addition, our grant 
funding came in signifi cantly less than 
forecasted (one grant that we thought 
very likely to materialize was denied  - we 
were hoping for $10,000 from that source 
(the same amount received from this 
source in the past).  

We did everything we 
could to further reduce 
costs for the program but, 
at this point we are left with 
a defi cit of $12,000 for the 
summer program (better 
than last summer, but not 
good).  
August through October is 
usually a challenging time 

of year fi nancially for NorthStar.  Please 
pray for monthly operational expenses 
plus the funds needed to recover from 
this shortfall.

Thank you to our 2011 
Camp NorthStar Sponsors:
College Hills Neighborhood Association
Thomas E. Jernigan Family Foundation

The Church at Brook Hills
Honda of Alabama

Hill Crest Foundation
Birmingham-Southern College

Independent Presbyterian Church Foundation


