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Calendar
January 31 First day of spring  
Fine Arts and Afterschool 
Programs

February 14 First Day of 
NorthStar Soccer Practice

March 5 First day of NorthStar  
Soccer Games

April 14 NorthStar Spring Gala

Early May End of NorthStar  
Afterschool Programs and 
Spring Soccer
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Camp NorthStar Reaching a New Level?

“Cutting the size of Camp 
NorthStar is one of the hardest things 
I have done in ministry recently” says 
Director Paul Neville.  Why would we 
do such a thing?  Are we hurting for 
money still?  We are concerned about 
finances and are taking steps to keep 
costs down, but this is not really about 
that.  We are actually developing a plan 
for more staff with fewer kids.
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The biggest changes planned for Camp NorthStar this summer are:
•  Smaller group sizes (only 10 students per Counselor this summer)
•  More BSC Education students in the new Instructor position (see below)
•  Dropping the free lunch and contracting for a higher quality lunch that 

will also fit our logistics better
•  Camp Counselors raising support or joining us through Americorps (yes, 

this change is primarily has to do with our budget – see Camp Counselor 
box on Page 4)

Academic Instructor Position at Camp NorthStar
Last summer we initiated a partnership with the Education Department at 
Birmingham-Southern College.  NorthStar would hire education students 

to develop curriculum and teach selected classes.  This summer we are 
developing that further.  We will have four ed. Students for the summer.  

Each will work with 2 age groups twice per day.  They will work on their 
curriculum over the course of the Spring (guided by BSC faculty).  Camp 

NorthStar will become a cutting edge laboratory for teaching methods.  
We are working on plans for BSC students to do academic follow up with 

Camp NorthStar kids throughout the school year.
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Spring Program Highlights

NorthStar Soccer Club Spring Outlook
• Five teams (U9, U10 & U12 Girls; U9 & U11 

Boys) in the MARS League competing 
against soccer clubs across metro 
Birmingham

• About 30 U8 boys and girls with games 
in both Vestavia Hills Recreation 
League and Homewood Soccer Club 
Patriot League

• Over 20 U6 “Future Star” Players
• Mostly returning coaches from 

Samford, BSC, UAB, and surrounding 
Birmingham area business leaders

• “GLORY” and 1 Corinthians 10:31 
devotional curriculum to be shared 
throughout the season

• Piano, Drum & Violin Classes
• Art Class
• Dance Class
• Tutoring at Smithfi eld Library
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NorthStar Afterschool Programs Include:

NorthStar also supports 
the Discovery Club 

(after-school Bible study) 
program at Hill Elementary 
School by supplying interns 
and volunteers (all Samford 

students) to support the 
program.

Role: Fine Arts Crew Leader, art teacher
School: Samford University, senior
NorthStar Experience: “Inspiring”
“Before NorthStar, I had an idea that I may want to 
be involved in education, maybe inner-city education, 
but I didn’t have much experience,” she says. “Once I 
started working with NorthStar and seeing that there’s 
a lot of injustice in the education system and that kids 
I know personally are being affected by it, it grew that 
passion.”
Future plans: After she graduates in May 2011, Leah 
will be moving to Boston, Mass. to tutor and mentor 
kids in inner-city schools for one year. The program, 
called City Year, is run through AmeriCorps.

“Stars of NorthStar”
Leah Duncan, Volunteer

Leah Duncan with her art class Fine Arts Crew Leader, art teacher

Interview conducted and written by Lauren Womack
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Spring Gala Just Around the Corner!

April 14, 2011
6pm

B&A Warehouse
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The annual NorthStar Spring Gala is just 
around the corner! The event will be held at 
the B&A Warehouse for the third consecutive 
year. Birmingham’s unique new “Railroad 
Park” was completed last Fall and lies directly 
across the street from the B&A Warehouse, 
which adds an element of excitement to our 
event location this year! 

The NorthStar Spring Gala provides you the 
opportunity for:

•   A fun evening!
•   Great deals in the silent & live auction!
•   Live updates on NorthStar programs from  
      staff, volunteers & kids!

1531 1st Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35233

Your participation directly supports 
NorthStar summer programs!

Tickets are $40 if purchased in advance 
(buy yours today from our website or send 
in the enclosed response card and your 
check).  Tickets will be available the night 
of the event for $50 at the door.  Your ticket 
purchase covers food, auction privileges 
and door prize opportunities!

Want to do more to 
support the effort?

•  Sign up as a recruiter 
and buy a block of 4 
tickets
• Sponsor a table for $500
•  Contact us today if 
you have items for the 
auction or would like to 
help with recruiting

Visit www.northstaryouthministries.org beginning 
March 28 for updates on auction items. 

Get a vacation 
bargain...

Give kids Camp 
NorthStar...
All in one 

evening at the 
Spring Gala!
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Samford Partners with NorthStar to Establish Youth Group Ministries

Page 4

Relationships developed through the NorthStar Soc-
cer Club have opened opportunity to create disciple-
ship groups, now referred to as “Tuesday Group” and 
“Friday Group.”
All Spring 2011 Tuesday Group volunteers are 

previous semester volunteers who have returned this 
semester wanting to spend more time with the North-
Star kids. While Tuesday Group looks much like it 
has in semesters past with games at NorthStar, rock 
climbing at Samford, Birmingham Zoo, etc., it has 

more of a “youth group” 
feel to it this semester 
in the devotional time 
that is set aside at the 
end of each day’s group. 
Tuesday Group kids are 
memorizing John 14:6 
and are learning the “I 

Am” statements of 
Jesus throughout the 

semester. (“I am the bread of life...I am the light of the 
world...” etc.).  All kids who attend Tuesday Group 
play soccer on Val and Tina’s U10 girls team!
New this semester is “Friday Group” for the 5th 

graders. Samford University Ministries staff, Brian 
and Renee Pitts, felt led to start a Middle School Youth 
Group through NorthStar. We have decided to “transi-
tion” the Princeton Elementary 5th graders to Middle 
School Youth Group through splitting them from 
Tuesday Group and moving them to Friday Group. 
Our hopes is that we’ll be able to continue with these 
5th graders when they go to Middle School and have 

an “offi cial” 
Middle 
School 
Youth 
Group next 
Fall. 
This se-

mester, the 
5th graders 
are memo-
rizing the 
Beatitudes 
(Matthew 
5:1-16) and spend an hour every Friday afternoon 
getting to know the volunteers from Samford, playing 
games and hearing a devotional on the week’s memory 
verse. 
We hope to keep this process of Youth Group dis-

cipleship going in the years to come! 
Returning Tuesday Group volunteers 
leading activities at NorthStar!

Volunteer Groups Needed 
for Bible Camp

Looking for a great ministry opportu-
nity for your Sunday School or Church 
group this summer?  Everyday after 
Camp NorthStar is Bible Camp from 
3:30-5:00.  Each week of Bible Camp 
is adopted by a different church group.  
For more information on getting your 
group involved contact Val Kikkert at 
valkikkert@gmail.com for 205-322-
9296.

Do You Have What it takes to be a Camp 
Counselor with NorthStar?

•  Do you love kids?
•  Drawn to working in the inner city?
•  Want to impact kids spiritually, socially, academically and 
physically?
•  Willing to pour yourself into the task for 7 weeks this summer?
•  Willing to raise support for your own salary OR serve in our 
new Americorps program?
If YES or if you just need more information, contact Paul Neville 
at pneville@northstaryouthministries.org  or 205-322-9296.

Not a college student?  Pass this information along to a 
college student you think would meet the criteria!

Renee Pitts sharing the devotional at Friday Group. 
Samford graduate and former football player 
Jamael Lett (right corner) has helped to recruit vol-
unteers and build relationships with Group kids. 

Facebook, Twitter: NorthStarYM

NorthStar Youth Ministries
Physical Address:   700 - 8th Ave. W,
   Birmingham, AL 35204

Mailing Address:   PO Box 11512, 
   Birmingham, AL 35202 

Phone: 205-322-9296    Fax: 205-326-1488

Paul Neville, Executive Director
pneville@northstaryouthministries.org

Val Kikkert, Soccer Program Director
valkikkert@gmail.com

Contact Us: 


