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Calendar
December 7  Last day of  
     After School Programs

January 10 Spring Program  
     Registration Begins

January 31 First Day of After      
     School Programs

February 5  NorthStar/
Homewood 3v3 Tournament
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NorthStar Soccer Defined in Quality

“Quality” is a great word to describe 
the vision for the NorthStar Soccer 
Club.  In only her second year on the 
job, Soccer Club Director Val Kikkert 
is demonstrating her commitment to 
quality – and it shows.  It shows in 
the enthusiasm among participating 
kids and their parents and it shows in 
the growth of the program from the 
70 to 80 youth when Val started in 
August 2009 to 120 active players a 
year later.
Others are recognizing this quality.  

Last Spring Val connected with 
the Alabama Women’s Soccer 
Foundation.  This group of youth 
soccer aficionados has surrounded 
Val with prayer and encouragement.  
They are also supporting the program 
with significant financial resources.  
For more details on this relationship 

take a look at the feature article in 
the November 4 issue of Over the 
Mountain Journal.  You can read it 
at www.otmj.com.
Quality is also a good word to 

describe the recognition many 
NorthStar teams and their coaches 
are receiving on the field.  Whether 
it’s Val herself in her role as head 
coach of the U10 girls or multi-
year volunteers such as BSC 

November 2010

• NorthStar Soccer receives significant financial support from the 
Alabama Women’s Soccer Foundation
•Multiple returning coaches further strengthen relationships
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Val head-coached the U10 girls team, who 
has been together since U8. The team went 
6-1-1 in the MARS League this Fall. 

NorthStar Soccer Club Monday night skills with the Samford Soccer volunteers. 
Samford Assistant Coach Sharon Young and Captain Lauren Cook organized and 
recruited a consistent base of volunteers to lead the skills sessions for the kids weekly. 

Continued on Page 4
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Samford University Ministries in its Second Year Focusing on 
NorthStar and the Smithfield Community

Student Volunteers Bring Energy & 
Resources to After School Programs

• “Neighboring 101” prepares Samford students to enter ministry 
effectively
• Samford students create new NorthStar program initiatives
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“We are focusing on NorthStar in order to give our students the 
opportunity to experience what it means to be a good neighbor” – a 
sentiment you will often hear from Campus Ministry Director April 
Robinson.  It’s been two years since University Ministries began 
exploring how it would look to adopt NorthStar.  This Fall, University 
Ministries further developed that effort with a series of training sessions 
(“Neighboring 101, 102 , …)  to prepare students for the ministry 
experience.  Samford students from University Ministry are making a 
crucial impact on youth, families and the community through their time at NorthStar.   

•  Music - Robin Spurger (freshman) coordinates our 
music program (keeping music instructors on schedule,  
teaching music theory, and communicating with parents).  
Diana Hudson (sophomore) teaches music theory and 
clarinet.  Samford, BSC and UAB students all serve as 
instructors.
•  Art - Leah Duncan (senior) has been our lead artist 
since last year and this fall has begun to play a key role 
in planning for the overall Fine Arts program (music, art, 
dance).

•  Dance – Lauren Womack (senior) has taken 
over leadership of the dance classes and has a 
number of other students helping her each week.
•  Tutoring – Kali Jones, Carey Adams, and 
Breanne Parker lead the tutoring program 
at Smithfield Library on Monday through 
Thursday.  Paul drops by once in a while and 
gets weekly reports from Kali but the students 
lead this program on their own.
•  Sara Anne Edwards (junior) with the help of 
a number of other students have launched a new 
Middle School youth group this Fall.  
•  Carlson Coogler (sophomore) leads a team of 
Samford students providing a book club program 
for upper elementary students.
•  Andrew Toney (junior, religion major) is 
doing his internship with NorthStar with a focus 
on community development. In this capacity he 
is working with Paul Neville on neighborhood 
organizing (including multiple Neighborhood 
Festivals and the launch of a new, 
neighborhood-owned community development 
corporation).  Amanda Cherry (junior) works 
with Andrew to organize Samford student 
involvement at the Neighborhood Festivals.

Highlights on Samford Students in Ministry Leadership Positions

Pictured above: Tutoring 
at Smithfield Library
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These and many other Samford students (plus Birmingham-Southern 
and UAB students) make a wide range of NorthStar programs possible.  
They are making an impact on the lives of youth in our target community 
today.  Of course they are also gaining something themselves.  They are 
gaining experience and perspective.  

Your contribution to NorthStar is multiplied by the volunteer 
hours many of these students give (several are work-study students, 
which means your tax dollars are going to work alongside of your 
contributions).  Your contributions are also providing a laboratory in 
which these students can learn to engage in volunteer service.  

College Hills Fall Festival Steps 
Toward Community Development

Suzanne Goddard

Suzanne 
Goddard is 
a second 
year student 
at Beeson 
Divinity School 
eager to gain 
experience in 
multiple facets 
of a nonprofit 
ministry.  We 
have definitely been able to 
provide that to her!  Suzanne’s 
assignments include:

• Recording contributions and 
issues receipts.  

• Providing critical support for the 
Neighborhood Festivals

• Van driver for the Middle School 
youth group

• Point person for NorthStar as 
we partner with the Discovery 
Club organization and their after-
school bible study program at Hill 
Elementary School.

• Leadership in planning and 
curriculum development for the 
summer Bible Camp program

Intern HighlightContinued from Left:

Paul Neville along with four other neighbors plus three 
Samford students have formed a committee to produce 
regular neighborhood festivals. There was one in the 
summer and two this fall.  Beginning in March or April 
the group plans to turn the Festivals into a monthly 
event.  The Festival includes one or more Farmer’s 
market stands, line dancing, informational booths (such 
as the health fair) and a variety of activities for kids.  
The vision is to grow the Festivals into weekend events 

that will: serve as a micro-business incubator, improve 
access to fresh fruits and vegetables, and provide a fun 
community gathering opportunity.

Senior citizen neighborhood residents, soccer players 
and parents dancing at the November College Hills 
Neighborhood Festival (with Farmer’s Market in back).  

• Fall 2010 kicks off monthly College Hills Neighbor-
hood Festivals with October and November events

The NorthStar Art program studied artists and artistic styles from around 
the world this semester. Sarah Bowen (BSC junior pictured above) worked 
with Leah in teaching the classes this semester. 
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NorthStar Youth Ministries
Physical Address: 700 - 8th Ave. W,
   Birmingham, AL 35204

Mailing Address: PO Box 11512, 
   Birmingham, AL 35202 

Phone: 205-322-9296 Fax: 205-326-1488

Paul Neville, Executive Director
pneville@northstaryouthministries.org

Val Kikkert, Soccer Program Director
valkikkert@gmail.com

Tina Roberts

Tina Roberts is a freshman at Jefferson State 
Community College and has joined NorthStar Youth 
Ministries as an Americorps member for 11 months until 
September 2011. Along with the required hours she 
completes through Americorps sanctioned events, 
Tina helps at NorthStar through the following:

• Assistant Coach of the U10 Girls team with Val 

Kikkert

• After school program coordinating and oversight

• Camp NorthStar summer planning

• Planning to work as a Camp NorthStar counselor for 

Summer 2011

• Involvement in the relationship building aspects of 

programs during the school year.

Volunteer Highlight

students Brian Teed and Andrew Burkhardt (who 
are on their third year coaching a group of boys who 
are now the U9 boys team).  The recognition our 
teams and coaches receive is often for play on the field 
but just as much it is for the sportsmanship which is 
being cultivated.
Where does this quality sportsmanship come from?  

It pours forth from examples by our volunteer coaches 
and it also rises up from devotional teaching at the end 
of practices.  Brian and Andrew shared with their boys 
stories of the “Mighty Men” of the Old Testament 
every week.  Mid-way through the season the boys 
decided to name themselves the “Mighty Men of 

NorthStar Soccer”!!  
These modern (and 
mini) “Mighty Men” 
distinguished themselves 
when they gave 
everything they had in a 
game while also actively 
seeking opportunities to 
congratulate opposing 
team members on their 
accomplishments.
Val and assistant coach 

Tina Roberts (see Tina’s profile below right) led the 
U10 girls teams to memorize Colossians 3:23 this 
season.  They reflected together on what it means to 
do all things (both on the soccer field and off) for the 
glory of God  - again, an emphasis on quality in all 
aspects.
Flowing through this focus on quality is an effort 

to recognize it and call it forth everywhere. We 
recognize those with athletic talent of course but are 
particularly interested to see how they use and develop 
it. But every player has gifts of some type, these were 
recognized at the end of the season by highlighting 
one personal accomplishment of each player.
This winter/off-season will be a time of planning and 

funding development for Val as she works to further 
strengthen the Soccer Club. Her aim is to go “a mile 
deep” with current participants. She will be holding 
weekly skills/fitness sessions for players looking to 
grow/develop in the off-season, as well as planning for 
future development for the club as a whole this spring. 
The Second Annual Winter Breakout 3v3 

Tournament, partnering with Homewood Soccer 
Club, will be held on February 5, 2011. Last year, the 
tournament brought in nearly $5,000 for NorthStar 
Soccer. Contact Val at valkikkert@gmail.com if you or 
your business are interested in becoming a tournament 
sponsor!!! One hundred percent of your donation will 
go to NorthStar Soccer Club and the funding of the 
upcoming season! 
Glory to God for the strengthening of NorthStar 

Soccer in past seasons and season to come!

Contact Us: 

Continued from Page 1:


