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Calendar
August 23 First NorthStar    
     Soccer Practice

September 7  First Day of 
     After School Programs

October 31 Last day of   
     NorthStar Soccer 

December 7  Last day of  
     After School Programs
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Camp NorthStar with a Different Drive

This year’s six weeks of Camp 
NorthStar looked very different from 
past summers. For starters, all of 
camp, with the exception of the lunch 
program, was held on Birmingham-
Southern College’s campus. The 
classrooms served as home base for 
the groups, swim lessons were within 
walking distance, field games were on 
the other side of campus, and Bible 
Camp was in one central location 
with divided age groups for effective 
teaching and activities. 
Another addition to this year’s 

camp was the presence of our BSC 
education department student-
instructors who wrote and taught the 
art, reading and science curricula 
throughout the duration of the 
summer. 
All six weeks had a different visiting 

church or ministry group for Bible 
Camp and NorthStar Soccer DOC 

Val Kikkert was able to work as 
the Camp Assistant Director and 
on-campus “go-to” for any issues 
that arose during the day, freeing 
up Paul for in-office work and 
on-call problem 
solving. 

Fall 2010

• New look, new place, new 
experiences at Camp NorthStar!
• All groups held activities on the 
Birmingham-Southern College 
campus for a more unified camp
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Thandiwe Muriu
The kids dove into a real treat this 
summer in the swim lesson portion 
of camp. Our instructor, Thandiwe 

Muriu, flew here all the way from 
Kenya to work Camp NorthStar. She 
is a national champion swimmer for 

her country and also a very talented 
photographer. She taught swim lessons 

in the morning and photographed 
camp in the afternoons. Go to our 

Facebook page link on our website to 
view her photography!

Junior Counselor Kiara Jackson (yellow shirt) and 
Middle School Counselor Karla Naylor (blue shirt) 
with some 4th and 5th grade campers.

Counselor Hunter Pugh (blue shirt) leading 
math games with his 5th grade group, the Navy 
Team outside at BSC. 

See page 3 for 
more on Camp 
NorthStar 2010!
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Music, Art, Dance & Tutoring: Something for everyone!

Music Classes – This school year  
we will continue to offer classes 
in piano, percussion, and strings. 
Participants in our after-school 
classes will learn the basics on the 
instrument 
and, when 
ready, have the 
opportunity to 
advance into 
an ensemble 
through 
Metropolitan 
Youth 
Orchestras of 

Kick Off to NorthStar Soccer

After a great fi rst full year for Val 
as the Soccer Program Director, 
she is eager and ready to continue 
work with the program this fall. 
A year of experience for her and 
networking with other programs 
across the country will be valuable 
in this next year.
NorthStar Soccer Club has the 

same number of registrations 
as last spring – about 120-30 
participants (increase of 50 kids 
from last Fall) from a variety of 

schools around the Birmingham 
city area. Team outlook: 
- 25-30 U6 Players
- Four U8 Teams
- Two U9 Teams
- One U10 Girls’ Team
- Two U12 Teams
Players will receive training 

from Samford Varsity Soccer 
players, Briarwood Socer Club 
players, Birmingham-Southern 
students and former players from 
different backgrounds. U9 and 
Older teams will participate in the 
Mid-Alabama Recreational Soccer 
League (MARS). We will also 
be working in conjunction with 
Vestavia Hills Soccer Club (for 
U8 team games) and Homewood 
Soccer Club (for additional skills 
nights), though we will be using 
our home fi eld, McClendon Park 

(next to Legion Field) for home 
games. 
Planning for the second annual 

Winter Breakout 3v3 Tournament 
held in February with Homewood 
Soccer Club will commence shortly 
as well. 
We welcome any and every kind 

of support for the soccer club this 
Fall. Whether it be supporting a 
team fi nancially or helping out at 
one of the skills or practice nights, 
we would love to have you come 
down and see for yourself what 
God is doing through NorthStar 
Soccer Club! 

Fall Outlook: NSYM Programs

• Consistency in programs offered from Spring to Fall
• Participants offered new medley program that samples all the arts programs we have to offer!

• NorthStar SC looks to further establish presence in Birmingham 
recreational soccer
• Home games to be held at McClendon Park near Legion Field for 
second consecutive season!
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around the community at the 
Smithfi eld Library. 
Arts Medley – For kindergarten 

and 1st grade students we are 
offering a one afternoon per week 
medley in which they can sample 
music, art, and dance.  It is the 
same day as soccer so they can 
stick around for that as well!

Central Alabama. 
Art Classes – A basic art course 

for elementary students will be 
offered for the second semester 
in a row. Long range we would 
like to develop more in depth 
opportunities in drawing, painting, 
ceramics, sculpture, photography, 
etc.  But, one step at a time.
Dance – The Samford Dance 

Team will return to help us offer 
creative movement dance classes 
for elementary students.  
Tutoring – Mid-September we 

will begin tutoring kids from 

Leah Clements
Leah Clements is a rising sophomore 
at Samford from Tampa, Fla. She 
has worked with NorthStar since 
arriving in Birmingham and has 
served in a variety of capacities 
including volunteer organizer, music 
coordinator, and Camp NorthStar 
counselor. We look forward to 
having her back this fall with 

NorthStar programs. 

Student Involvement
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We are not only a youth program 
but we are involved in the life 
of our community. Director Paul 
Neville has lived in the community 
since 1993. Recently he has been 
working together with neighbors 
to establish a monthly festival that 
will include farmer’s market, other 
vendors, entertainment and youth 
activities. 
Student volunteers from 

Samford University will take 
charge of youth activities while 
Paul and neighbors put on the 
other components of the event. 
At the same time Paul, with the 
help of Samford students Jayme 
Clonninger, Andrew Toney and 
recent BSC graduate Kathleen 
Smith are forming a working 
committee to explore economic 
development opportunities in the 
Smithfield Community.  
You can support this effort by: 

1) relocating and becoming a 
neighbor with us, 2) volunteering 
your related professional 
experience to the effort.
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Being in our target 
community means...

-  McWane Science Center lock-in was a hit for the 
kids, as always, and the staff managed to not only “make it 
through,” but even stay up to the early hours of the morn-
ing soaking up the social event!
-  McWane Science Center was a weekly stop for the campers, and 

one week the groups had the opportunity to go to the Birmingham Zoo. 
-  The Middle School program was led by Felicia Dixon for the fourth 

year in a row. Middle school campers held their annual Camp NorthStar 
Store, where groups of 3-4 campers sold snacks and made profit through-
out the summer. Our top group earned over $40 as a team and split the 
profits among the members. 
-   Our staff was made up of college students from Samford, BSC, 

South Alabama, Moody Bible Institute and Auburn. We also had a 
NorthStar parent work as the high school counselor and Samford Nutri-
tion graduate Jewels Girvan serve as the Elementary Coordinator.

Highlights from a Successful 
Summer!

Mcwane Lock-In 
Posted: June 29, 2010 by Malaka Denise in Uncategorized 

Over all  I had a  wonderful time a the lock-in, it was a 

wonderful, fun picture perfect moment I will NEVER forget. 
I got to spend time with my friends and get to talk to people 

who I never did before. My friendship grew and newer ones 
emerged . The lock-in really was fun and I enjoyed it a lot if  I 

could do it again ever other week-end I would !!!!! 

~!~ MaLaka Denise ~!~ 

Camp Northstar has a Bible Camp 

Posted in Uncategorized on June 23, 2010 by 
stylishgirl2010 
Do you know any other camp in the U.S. that has a bible camp. 

Even though this camp is educational and fun at the same time 

we still learn about god. Over the last two weeks in camp we 

learn information that we never knew about .For example we 
learned about God and Jesus. 

GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY HAVE A 

WONDERFUL SUMMER VACTION!!!!!!! 

Middle School Camper Blogs: 

Thanks to our Bible Camp 
Week Sponsors!

This summer we had ALL SIX WEEKS OF CAMP “adopted” 
by churches/groups around the Birmingham area. The Bible Camp 
volunteers led the kids through Bible lessons, games and activities for the 
last two hours of camp Monday-Friday of their adopted week. Our kids 
were heard singing the songs they learned, showing 
off their crafts at pickup each day, and even sought 
to know more about the lessons heard week after 
week!

Week 1: Brook Hills’ Backyard Bible Club
Week 2: UW Sports Ministry
Week 3: Shades Valley Community Church
Week 4: Briarwood Presbyterian Church
Week 5: Trinity United Methodist Church
Week 6: Dawson Baptist Church - Recreation Ministry
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Val’s Trip to Brazil: Perfect Conclusion to Year 1
July 22 - August 1, 2010
Upon the conclusion of Camp NorthStar, I had the 

opportunity to go to Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil with the U17 
girls team from Briarwood Soccer 
Club. This opportunity came about 
through my connection with the 
Briarwood Director, Ryan Leib. 
While there, we played soccer 

with kids at an orphanage, played two games against 
a Brazilian high school girls’ team, and toured all over 
the city. The trip was led and organized by Brazilian 
Briarwood-affiliated missionaries. 
Everything we did was intentional and had been prayed 

over prior to our arriving and then prayed through in the 
duration of the week. 

Playing soccer 
against the 
girls at the high 
school built a 
connection to 
them that the 
Church did 
not have prior 
to our arrival. Read the trip blog that I updated daily 

at http://amarbrazil.blogspot.com!

Page 4

Relationships with them were built through the opening 
of our “missionary home” for a cookout after both games, 
and our presence provided an “excuse” to have some 
community gatherings for relationship building. 
For me personally, I was expecting to fully step “outside 

of Birmingham” for a week. However, while in Brazil, I 
reflected a lot on my life here - questions I had been asking 
prior to leaving were, “What is effective ministry?” and, 
“Why am I doing what I am doing?” So much in my mind 
surrounded (and still surrounds) these questions, but my 
Brazil experience showed me that ministry purpose is 
found in desiring to know God and 
make Him known. 
We can so often and so easily get 

caught up with the “work” of ministry 
that we forget the real purpose behind 
it all. 
In Brazil I was able to meet and 

see missionaries doing the same thing I am doing here 
in Birmingham - building relationships because we are 
compelled by the love of Christ to live, work and play with 
our surrounding community. I’m excited to begin year 
two and I praise God for this transforming and recharging 
experience! 

Camp NorthStar 2010 was a great success in ministry 
terms but financially a big challenge. Foundation 
grants, individual giving, and parent fees were all 
a lot less than projected. Realizing 
this in the spring (April projections 
predicted a $40,000 shortfall for Camp 
NorthStar), we cut costs everywhere 
we could. 
Camp Counselors (out of love for the 

kids and commitment to the ministry 
goals) worked more hours for less 
pay than ever before but we still have 
come up short. There are still parent 
fees to collect and a few bills to pay 
but we are now predicting a shortfall 
of $12,000. In addition, throughout the year, we were 
hit hard with a number of unbudgeted costs (major van 
repairs, new fire alarm system and air conditioner for 
the building). Overall we are down about $20,000 for 
the year. 

Economy is Down, Ministry Needs are up
•  Camp NorthStar 2010 Finishes with a deficit
•  Your contribution today will help keep that deficit from impacting fall programs

We need your help to recover from this deficit and be 
able to fully capitalize on the ministry opportunities 
before us. The families we serve are greatly 

challenged by economic conditions.  
They are counting on us to continue 
to be able to provide quality, faith-
nurturing programs for their children 
at an affordable cost. 
Your contribution of $50, $100, 

$500 will help us continue to 
provide program opportunities for 
the youth we serve. Together we are 
Helping Youth Find Their Direction 
through quality programs and 
spiritually mentoring relationships!

Please use the enclosed envelope and response card 
to contribute today. You may also contribute online 
through Paypal from the NorthStar website.
Thanks!
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