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Calendar
December 2  Last day of 
NorthStar Fall After School 
Programs

December 8   NorthStar Youth 
Ministries Christmas Party

February 13   NorthStar Spring 
After School Programs Begin; 
First Spring NorthStar Soccer 
Practice
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“Will we have enough players to fi eld a team at kick-off?” With over 120 
kids excited about NorthStar Soccer practices and games this Fall, we did 
not have a single game where this question was asked. 

The core of this program development could not have come about 
without the dedicated parent volunteers who have given time and energy 
to support their kids’ teams. Parents served as team managers, concessions 
stand operators and sideline encouragers. Staff, coaches and parents all 
working together are building a sense of community at NorthStar Soccer 
and the results are an even stronger quality of program for the kids. 

One of the best examples of parent leadership is the team manager for 
the U10 girls “Tornadoes,” Michelle Chambers. Michelle has two soccer-
playing daughters. Her oldest started her soccer career with NorthStar and 
now plays competitively with Homewood Soccer Club, while her youngest is 
a strong competitor on the Tornadoes. This Fall, Michelle:

•  Coordinated the U10 Girls participation in the Birmingham Bash Soccer 
Tournament on October 7-8

• Ordered “Think Pink” Breast Cancer 
Awareness socks for the team 
(including parents and Coach Val!)

• Planned the End of Season Party for 
the Club at Trussville Playstation

• Ordered the U10 Girls embroidered 
soccer bags for upcoming seasons. 

She not only invests in her daughters’ 
activities, but also provides leadership to make them better. Her 
involvement as the Princeton Elementary PTA President has helped to 
strengthen NorthStar’s relationship with the school and has helped Val 

improve coordination between 
school activities and the scocer 
schedule. 

Color Printing donated by Wolnski Scheduling Services

• Highest Rate of Participation and Commitment in Program History
• NorthStar Soccer Club Becoming “Like a Family”

NorthStar Soccer Parent and U10 Girls Team 
Manager Michelle Chambers (middle) and U10 
Girls Coach Tory Saunders (left ), a volunteer coach 
from UAB. Tory decorated picture frames with a 
picture of her and the team for each girl as an End 
of Season gift . She is a great example of a deeply 
invested coach! 

NorthStar Soccer Parents working our 
concession stand during Home game days. 
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Thank you to all our coaches, volunteers and 
the Samford Soccer team for your investment in 

NorthStar Soccer this Fall! 
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“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where theives break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

moth and rust do not destroy and where theives do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasue is, there your heart will be also.” 

- Matthew 6:19-21

Thank you to our 
2011-2012 

NorthStar Soccer 
Club Team Sponsors! 

Where Thieves Break in and Steal

The greatest treasure associated with NorthStar - 
youth participants, parents, volunteers, staff, and 
you - are safe and sound. 
Our computers, television, valuable data - not 

so safe. On the night of October 6 someone 
broke through the door of the NorthStar House 
(alarm had foolishly not be set). 
The thieves stole three computers from 

NorthStar (plus one from our tenant Treasure 
Arts), a large screen television, cash and even 
the electric stapler. Insurance is replacing the 
items. The bigger problem is that data back-
ups were pretty spotty. We lost a few electronic 

• First Break-in at NorthStar in 15 Years of Ministry
• Our Treasure is Eternal and Untouchable!

NorthStar Soccer Day at the Samford Women’s Soccer 
Game; NorthStar players got to play on the fi eld 

during half ti me!

Teams learned biblical truths pre/post games and 
practi ces; This season’s theme was, 

“Hey NorthStar - Be the Light of the World!”

documents (minor), accounting records for 
the entire year (major), and all of Paul’s e-mail 
records for the past two years.  
In 15 years of ministry, this is NorthStar’s fi rst time 

experiencing a break-in. From that perspective, 
this is not too bad. In fact if security had been 
properly set, this probably would not have 
occurred. 
Above all else, this incident serves as a good 

heart check!  Our real treasure is the lives we are 
touching.  Be encouraged that thieves stealing 
NorthStar stuff has done nothing to dampen the 
impact of your contributions in building eternal 
treasure!



youth. 
“It’s been fun to get to know the other Friday 

Group volunteers, and I feel like it’s helped us be 
more of a team on actual Friday Group days,” 
Crew Leader Kathleen Hyland said. Kathleen was 
fi rst introduced to NorthStar last Spring through 
Friday Group, volunteered her time this summer 
as the Camp NorthStar Leader-in-Training 
mentor, and plans to continue to serve at Camp 
NorthStar Summer 2012. 
In addition to the returning volunteers, Samford 

University Ministries liaison to NorthStar, Sarah 
Anne Edwards, has helped to recruit new 

volunteers who are 
just as excited about 
NorthStar and eager to 
continue ministry in the 

Spring. 
From youth groups to van driving for soccer 

player pickup to 
new friendships 
built with their 
fellow “crew 
members,” 
volunteers are 
being impacted 
in a variety of 
ways through 
their investment 
at NorthStar. 

Can you imagine 
effective tutoring 
from one third-grader 
to another? Or a trip 
with NorthStar kids to 
the McWane Science 
Center with no leaders? 
Neither can we, as 
NorthStar depends 
on college student-
volunteers to make 
programs happen year-
round.  

Our Fall 
Monday-Friday 
After School 
programs have 
been led by a group of volunteers who have 
made NorthStar activities a top priority in their 
weekly and seasonal schedules.
Four of our volunteers this Fall were on Camp 

NorthStar’s 2011 Summer Staff, and an additional 
three Fall program volunteers were leaders last 
Spring. Tutoring, Youth Groups, Book Clubs, and 
Art Class are among this Fall’s programs, all with 
returning volunteers.  
Through serving at NorthStar, these volunteers 

have built stronger relationships with each 
other. Their long-term commitment and service 
together has increased their own learning and 
deepened their capacity for investing in the 
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Su-per Vol-un-teer: (noun) Person 
who Invests in NorthStar Year-Round

Laura Beth Rich worked as a 
Camp instructor last summer 
and is now serving as the Tues-
day Group Crew Leader. 

Kathleen Hyland teaching the Beati tudes 
at Friday Group.  

Volunteers Returning for Year-Round Investment

Openings for Summer Internships with 
NorthStar

Contact us today!

Love kids?  Eager to do Kingdom work without spending 
lots of money or the requirement to raise support? We 
have 8 summer internships available in 2012.  Interns will 
serve as Camp Counselors and receive quality training in 
urban ministry issues and working with youth. An option for 
living with a family in the community is also available. For 
more details or for an application, contact Paul Neville at 
pneville@northstaryouthministries.org or 205-322-9296.

• Multiple Student Volunteers Returning from Summer Experience to Serve in Fall After School Programs
• Student Volunteers Learn from Each Other While Providing Key Leadership for NorthStar
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Facebook, Twitter: NorthStarYM

NorthStar Youth Ministries
Physical Address:   700 - 8th Ave. W,
   Birmingham, AL 35204

Mailing Address:   PO Box 11512, 
   Birmingham, AL 35202 

Phone: 205-322-9296    Fax: 205-326-1488

Paul Neville, Executive Director
pneville@northstaryouthministries.org

Val Peterson, Soccer Program Director
valkikkert@gmail.com

Contact Us: 

Do you follow NorthStar on 
facebook? 

Visit www.facebook.com/
NorthstarYM to view some great 
pictures and stay connected to 
the happenings of the ministry! 

More NorthStar Soccer 
Players = Need for Coaches!
With the signifi cant increase in players at 

NorthStar Soccer Club comes the addition of 
teams in need of coaches. We are looking 
for individuals who have a passion and 
knowledge for the game of soccer, a desire 
to share the Gospel with youth, and the time 
to lead a team of NorthStar Soccer players 
through weekly skills or team practices and 
games! 

Contact NorthStar Soccer Club Director Val 
Peterson at valkikkert@gmail.com to get 
involved with NorthStar Soccer Club. 

New Ministry Video Available on our Webpage! 

Go to our home page at www.northstaryouthministries.org to view our ministry video. The 
video gives you a great glimpse of how your investment in NorthStar is impacting lives. We 
hope you will do more than just view it. If the ministry of NorthStar has meaning for you in your 
life, then help us share it with others who may be similarly blessed to be a part. Please feel 
free to share the video through Facebook, e-mail or personal presentation. If you would like 
some supporting material or would like to consider formally joining the 2011 video campaign, 
contact Paul Neville at pneville@northstaryouthministries.org or at 205-322-9296.

• Hollywood Debut? Maybe not, but NorthStar Staff and Volunteers Appear on New Ministry Video
• Real Stars of the Show are the Youth and Parents Telling their Stories. Check them out! 

YOU make the ministry 
work at NorthStar possible! 

Support us with your 
contribution today! 




